
    Curriculum Map-- Kings School District- Acting Map  
Big ideas Essential Questions  Skills/Standards  Activities/Assessments 

 

 

1. Study the 

history of theater 

in the Western 

world.  

 

2. Study the ways 

in which acting can 

improve your 

interpersonal and 

intrapersonal 

communication 

skills.   

 

3. Study the ways 

in which rules of 

improvisation can 

improve your life.  

 

4.  Understand 

Shakespeare 

better by studying 

his works from an 

actor’s point of 

view.  

 

5.  Study how 

acting can be 

approached from 

psychological and 

physical 

techniques.  

 

 

1. How has the 

history of Western 

theater shaped our 

current theatrical 

styles and 

assumptions?  

2. How can body 

language and vocal 

skills improve your 

skills as an actor?  

3. How can script 

analysis improve 

your skills as an 

actor?  

4. How can the rules 

of improvisation be 

employed to 

improve or create a 

story?  

5. What skills should 

a performer of 

Shakespeare be 

able to apply?  

6. How can stage 

combat be 

accomplished 

safely and 

effectively?  

7. How can character 

study and 

movement 

techniques be 

employed to 

explore and 

develop a 

character?   

1.  Students will study the history of theater in the 

Western world. 

2. Students will learn and apply various non-verbal and vocal 

techniques to improve their effectiveness as 

performers. Focus areas will include:  

 Facial expressions 

 Gestures 

 Body movement 

 Articulation 

 projection 

3. Students will analyze their script using some of the 

following methods:  

 Identifying unit changes 

 Marking tempo 

 Scoring the script with action verbs 

 Labeling subtext 

4. Students will learn and apply the rules of improvisation 

to create short scenes or to accomplish simple 

objectives.  

5. Students will learn and apply techniques for effectively 

performing scenes from a Shakespearian play.  Concepts 

include:  

 Study of punctuation 

 Study of missing iambs, shared iambs, and feminine 

endings 

 Study of “Unrehearsed Shakespeare” skills 

6. Students will learn and apply techniques for safe and 

effective unarmed stage combat.  

7. Students will apply simple character study techniques in 

order to make more informed character choices.   

8. Students will learn how to turn character study into 

character choices.   

9. Students will apply the techniques of Rudolf Laban in 

order to make character choices and to enhance 

character study.   

 Students will demonstrate their knowledge of the 

skills/standards by completing assessments of the following 

types:  

 Monologue performances 

 Improvisation scenes 

 Shakespeare scene performance 

 Performance of comic or dramatic contemporary 

pieces 



 


