
    Curriculum Map – Kings School District  -Modern Journalism 
Big ideas Essential Questions  Content  Skills/Standards Assessment criteria 

 
“Modern Journalism” 
embraces the ever-evolving 
21st-century media 
landscape, publishing an 
online newspaper called 
The Knight Times. Staff 
members should be 
excellent writers and very 
disciplined in meeting 
deadlines. Students will 
work daily generating story 
ideas, arranging and 
conducting interviews, 
drafting, writing and 
rewriting stories, and editing 
copy. Additional content 
includes photography, 
photo-editing, website 
design, story layout, and 
advertising. The Knight 
Times is a responsible and 
interactive web news outlet 
covering the entire Kings 
community, including links 
to the outside world of local, 
regional and national news. 
In order for the website to 
remain vital, the classroom 
pace is vigorous and 
deadline-driven. Students 
are expected to generate 
ideas and contribute 
content every day. 

 

 
1. What is “news”? 
2. What is the role of responsible 

journalism in society? 
3. How has this role evolved in the 

past 50 years? 
4. What are various methods to 

effectively collect, articulate, and 
convey “news” in the modern era? 

5. What is “convergence” journalism, 
and how has it changed the 
industry? 

 

 
News Reporting and Writing, by 
The Missouri Group, 9th Edition 
 
Adobe Creative Suite 4 software, 
including Photoshop, Fireworks, 
and Dreamweaver 
 
 

 

 

Research/Interview Strategies 

 Use a variety of sources 

 Discern between credible and non-credible 
sources 

 Learn balanced use of sources 

 Explore various reliable databases/news 
sources 

 Practice established interview techniques 

Writing Strategies 

 Provide an effective lead 

 Provide a context for quotes 

 Properly quote sources 

 Properly paraphrase sources 

 Utilize effective organization strategies 
depending on the type of story/media 
presentation 

 

Core Writing Standards 
 Select and refine a topic that addresses the 

specific task and audience.  
 Represent and cite accurately the data, 

conclusions, and opinions of others.  
 Acknowledge competing information or 

arguments, defending or qualifying the initial 
claim as appropriate.  

 Synthesize information from multiple, relevant 
sources, including graphics and quantitative 
information when appropriate, to develop an 
accurate picture of that information.  

 Convey complex information clearly and 
coherently to the audience through careful 
selection, organization, and presentation of the 
content.  

 Demonstrate understanding of the content by 
getting the key facts right, covering the 
essential points, and anticipating readers 
misconceptions.   

 

 

 Rubric for completed news stories 

 Active, daily participation in newsroom 
procedures, including: 

- Weekly budget meetings 

- Team cooperation on story ideas 

- News gathering 

- Peer-editing 

- Layout and design 

- Multimedia presentation 

- Advertising 

 

 

 

 
 


