
Kings Local Schools Course Expectation Sheet 
 
 
 

Building: Kings High School 
 
Course Title:  Photography I & II 
 
Instructor(s) 
 Carrie Lynn Cooke  
 Contact Information: 11018  
 
Course Description: Photography 1: In this semester-long course, students learn the 
visual elements of photography and gain a basic understanding of photography as an 
art form.  This class focuses on creative ways of looking at our surroundings and how 
to integrate personality and feelings into photographs to create more meaningful 
imagery.  Students will refine their visual and technical skills by learning how to use 
photographic equipment for developing and printing.  Students will learn how to use 
their creative skills to scrapbook and mount their photos for final presentation.  
Students are required to have a point and shoot 35mm automatic film camera with 
zoom capabilities for this class.  Most work is done during class; however students are 
expected to take photos outside of class.   
 
Course Description: Photography 2: In this semester long course, students that have 
taken Photography 1 will continue their investigation into visual expression through 
advanced studies of photographic materials and processes, and build on individual 
interest.  Students will use techniques with their photographic skills to create unusual 
and traditional works.  Students will use a digital camera and a 35mm film camera to 
create black/white and color photos.    Students are required to have a point and 
shoot 35mm film automatic camera with zoom capabilities and access to a digital 
camera with memory card. 
 
 
 



 

Cost for Semester – Students are required to pay a studio fee for this course 
(please see student handbook) and the teacher will purchase the majority of supplies 
required for each project.  If you have frequent difficulty or waste your supplies, you 
will need to purchase more supplies on your own.  Each student will be given 2 rolls of 
black and white film; if you lose or ruin a roll of film you must purchase a roll of Black 
and White T-Max 400 film on your own.  * This will not affect the student’s final 
project grade; however, the deadline for that student is NOT extended.  
Occasionally, a student will be asked to collect and bring various materials from home 
to complete a given assignment. 

Homework Expectations: Take Photographs outside of class and bring in materials 
needed for projects 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade Determination: 

Studio work grades will be based on how well you were able to meet the objective 
criteria, the amount of effort and attitude, originality, skills and understanding, ability 
to follow directions, care and use of materials, problem solving skills, presentation and 
quality of craftsmanship.  You will be graded on your expressive content, your 
technical skills, your enthusiasm, effort as well as your ability to challenge yourself.  
Inappropriate art work is unacceptable!  There will be no references to drugs, alcohol, 
sex or violence in your artwork.  Inappropriate art work will result in an automatic failing 
grade for the project.   

Each week is worth 100 points or 20 points per day.  Students will work hard to earn 
25 points a week given for participation/work ethic and the points will be included as 
a portion of the available 100 points per week for each project. 



 
 

Class Expectations/Rules:  
 

1. I am to come to class everyday to work on photography assignments.  No work 
for any other class is to be done during your studio art class. 

 
2. I will loose 5 points off of my current art project everyday that I choose to work 

on something other than my current art assignment. 
 

3. I will loose 5 points off of my current art project everyday that I choose to do 
nothing in class. 

 
4. Even if I work on other work for a short time, I will loose 5 points off of the 

current project grade. 
 

5. I am expected to come to class with an idea for any assignments given to me at 
any earlier date.  This is my homework. 

 
6. When I am given an assignment handout, I am expected to read it and follow 

the instructions stated to earn full points. 
 

7. Even if my finished projects looks fantastic, if I deviated from the assignment 
criteria I will lose points off of my grade. 

 
8. I have two days in class to sketch out/plan/rough draft my ideas for any given 

project.  If I am not working on the third day, I will have 5 points a day deducted 
from the total project grade for everyday that I procrastinate. 

 
9. If I change my mind about a project and restart, I am expected to come up with 

a sketched out idea on my own time and bring it to class by the next day to 
start on it. 

 



10. I will quietly work on projects in class.  Any talking that I do will be soft enough 
that only the people at my table will hear the details. 

 
11. If I talk loudly, I will receive a warning, point deduction from participation grade, 

and if the rude behavior continues, I will be given a detention or mandatory 
cleaning session. 

 
12. I am expected to use all art materials and equipment in an appropriate manner 

consistent with the current class project.  Inappropriate use will cause me to 
earn a detention or office referral. 

 
13. I am allowed to use needed supplies and equipment to practice techniques for 

the current or next class assignment, but I am not allowed to play around with 
or waste art supplies. 

 
14. If I am absent from class, I will be expected to take work home to get caught up.  

If I am not willing or able to spend outside class time to finish my assignment as 
planned, I may need to modify my original plan to get it finished and turned on 
time.  If I change my original plan, I may loose points if it does not meet 
assignment criteria. 

 
15. I may get permission to use the classroom computer for a minimum of 10 

minutes to get an inspirational picture for a class project.  I have to know what I 
am looking for before I use the computer. 

 
16. I may get a pass to go to the media center to look for ideas for this class once 

per project during this semester.  I am expected to know what I am looking for 
before I go there and be back by the end of the bell. 

 
17. I may not go behind the teacher desk, into the storage rooms, into the 

darkrooms or upstairs unless I have been given permission.  (I may use these 
areas if they are pertinent to the class I am taking and the class has been using 
this area all of the time.) 

 



18. Listening to the radio is a privilege.  I have no rights to touch the radio, to 
change stations, or raise the volume on it.  I may get permission to change the 
station or choose a new station with teacher permission.  If the music on the 
radio is offensive, the radio may be turned off for the duration of the offensive 
song or the rest of the bell. 

 
19. Pictures from magazines or the Internet are someone else’s artwork and legally 

belong to them.  To copy the photos exactly is plagiarism.  I need to change 
the layout of, add in other things, or combine several pictures into one 
composition to make my work more original.  I need to be as creative and 
original as I possibly can be. 

 
20. Remember:  In each studio art course, your enthusiasm and effort will 

determine your success!  You ALL have the ability to be CREATIVE and 
EXPRESSIVE! 

 

Late / Make-up Work Policy: Students may come in during study hall (if darkroom is 
open), early release or after school if notice is given to the teacher.  Work is 
completed at different times by each group of students, but the work should be 
completed by the due date. 

Deadlines 

Each project is given a time frame.  If a student stays on-task, assignments can usually 
be completed within class time.   

Students may work at home IF 

…the majority of work has been done in class and is progressing successfully 

…the student assumes full responsibility for returning work on time and in good 
condition 

After the general time frame, every project is given a full week extension with no 
penalty.   



After the due date, 5 points will be deducted for each class day that the project is 
late. 

If a project is more than 2 weeks late, after the 1 week extension, any possible grade 
will be at 50% credit. 

All work must be turned in before final exams begin. 

 

Working in the Darkroom – There is no goofing around of any kind in the darkroom.  
This includes throwing materials, running, pushing, sitting on the floor, dancing, 
personal displays of affection, etc.  Not only is this an issue of keeping all students 
safe, you can’t and won’t get quality work done if you or someone else is not focused 
on getting work completed.  When working in the darkroom, there will probably come a 
time when you need help (it may be a simple reminder).  In this situation, I encourage 
everyone to ask another student who is working close to where you are.  However, if 
you end up helping a student, the help should only be verbal.  I want each of you to do 
your own work.  Having another student physically do some of your darkroom work is 
considered cheating, and will result in a loss points, depending on the situation.   

If a student requires help from the instructor, please knock politely on the darkroom 
door and I will turn the volume on the camera system up, so that I may answer any 
questions or you may need to ask your darkroom team to cover up their work, so that 
you may leave the darkroom. 

It is important that students avoid contact with the photo chemicals, because there is 
no way to previously know if a student is allergic to any of them.  There will be a pair 
of tongs at each processing tray, so use them!  Avoid cross contamination; do not use tongs that 

belong in one chemical in a different chemical tray. 

Daily Routine – The first nine weeks we will meet in the computer lab everyday to work on 
photographic assignments using Adobe Photoshop CS2.  You will need to be at your assigned 
computer each day before the bell rings.  You will need to bring your folder with your instructions 
and assignments.  You will need to work individually on each of your assignments.  Please 
remember that you need to take required photos using a digital camera for your personal 
compositions.   



The second nine weeks, we will meet in the art room.  Each student will be assigned a darkroom 
team consisting of four members.  As a team you will have 2 days a week that you will work in the 
darkroom.  If you know that you will be absent, you will need to ask a member of another team to 
switch darkroom days with you.  You are responsible for all missed work in the darkroom and 
keeping on task.  If you begin to fall behind, you may come to work in the darkroom during a study 
hall (if available) or during early release. Each team will work quietly in the classroom three days a 
week.  Students will work on book assignments, creating a time capsule, mounting photographs 
and various other craft activities.  It is very important to keep your assignments organized and 
understand that you will have to stop working on a classroom assignment to work on a darkroom 
assignment. 

 

 


