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Big ideas Essential 

Questions  
Skills/Standards Activities/Resources and their assessment 

1. Speaking 

expresses thoughts, 

opinions, and ideas by 

using good 

communication skills 

to gain understanding 

through 
 Organization of 

ideas 

 Incorporation of 

details, statistics, 

and examples 

 Delivery of 

speaking skills such 

as, eye contact, 

posture, rate, 

enunciation, 

gestures, volume, 

and body language. 

 

2. Communication is 

a process whereby 

information is 

enclosed in a package 

and is channeled and 

imparted by a sender 

to a receiver via 

some medium. 

 

3. Good listening and 

How does one 

convey meaning 

verbally and 

nonverbally? 

 

Why is 

communication 

important? 

 

What makes 

communication 

clear, useful, and 

meaningful? 

 

How will speaking 

and listening skills 

enhance one’s life? 

 

Why would a public 

speaking class be 

important to you 

now and in the 

future? 

 

How does the 

knowledge of intra-

personal 

communication help 

you become a 

better speaker? 

What makes a good 

 

Speaking Purposes 

 To Entertain 

 To Inform 

 To Inspire 

 To Motivate 

 To Persuade 
 

Applies skills to plan and 

organize effective oral 

communication and presentation. 

 Understand and demonstrate 

the processes necessary to 

create, organize, revise, and 

deliver various kinds of 

speeches. 

  Uses logical, ethical, and 

emotional appeals to support 

the purpose. 

  Determines the topic and 

the audience and selects a 

purpose (e.g., monologue, 

debate, historical 

reenactment, speech, mock 

job/academic interview). 

 Matches verbal and 

nonverbal messages (e.g., 

voice modulation, expression, 

tone, body language, 

gestures, attire). 

 Make strategic use of digital 

media and visual displays of 

Assessments 

 Speeches 

 Written Outlines 

 Written Scripts 

 Oral Interpretation 

 Discussion Group 

 Post-Reflective Assessment 
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Big ideas Essential 
Questions  

Skills/Standards Activities/Resources and their assessment 

observation skills are 

strategies to gain 

understanding of 

communication. 

 

4. Public speaking 

skills and strategies 

help in the 

interaction of 

working effectively 

with others. 

 

5. Communication 

skills and strategies 

effectively present 

ideas and one’s self 

in a variety of 

situations. 

 

 
 

 

 

speaker? 

 

How can peer 

evaluation and 

coaching improve 

your performance?   

 

How does showing 

and holding an 

object help with 

your presentation?  

 

What public 

speaking strategy 

do you need to 

improve upon?  

What action do you 

plan to take to 

make the 

improvements?   

  

How do audience 

questions affect 

a presentation? 

 

When are you 

able to truly 

believe a source?  

When is a source 

reliable?  

 How does an 

data to express information 

and exchange understanding. 

 Adapt speech to a variety of 

contexts and communication 

tasks, demonstrating a 

command of formal English 

when indicated or 

appropriate 

 Construct logical and 

coherent arguments for the 

purpose of persuasion. 

 Develop his or her voice and 

style in the public speaking 

situation. 
 Initiate and participate 

effectively in group discussions. 
 Demonstrate command of formal 

Standard English when 

appropriate to task and 

audience. 
 Listen to complex information, 

and discern the main ideas, the 

significant details, and the 

relationships among them. 
 Follow the progression of the 

speaker's message, and evaluate 

the speaker's point of view, 

reasoning, and use of evidence 

and rhetoric. 
 Ask relevant questions to clarify 

points and challenge ideas. 
 Respond constructively to 

advance a discussion and build 

on the input of others. 
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Questions  

Skills/Standards Activities/Resources and their assessment 

audience see you 

as a credible 

speaker?  How 

and where can you 

use persuasive 

techniques?   

 

What skills and 

strategies from 

this class will you 

apply to future 

speaking 

situations? 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 


