
HONORS ENGLISH 10 SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 
 
Welcome to Honors English 10.  Your summer work for this class will require you to read two 
books.  The books are listed below, and each book includes a required written assignment.  The 
written assignments for both of these works must be submitted to Google Classroom by 5:00 
pm, August 13.  The password to join the classroom where you will submit the assignments is 
17xy6w.  No excuses will be accepted for failing to complete and turn in the work on time. 
 
How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster  
This work takes a broad look at a number of issues in literature that we will be discussing 
throughout the year.  You need to read the entire book and annotate as you read.  Annotate 
means marking passages that you find interesting, important, confusing, or informative. 
Annotating means writing questions about the text in the margins.  Annotating means noting and 
looking up words or ideas that are unfamiliar to you.  I expect you to do all three of these 
activities and will be checking your books to make sure you have done so.  Because I will need 
to see your copy of this book with your annotations, you will need to purchase a paper rather 
than electronic copy.  
 
Identify five passages in the book that you find interesting.  Type the passages in a Google Doc 
with MLA citations indicating where the passages were found in the text.  Each passage needs 
to be from a different chapter of the book.  Each passage needs to be at least three sentences 
in length.  In addition to typing the passages, include a reflection about why you find that 
passage significant.  You can agree or disagree with it, ask questions about it, or apply the 
ideas explored in the passage to other works of literature you are familiar with.  Your reflections 
should be at least ten sentences in length, and should be no more that two paragraphs.  All of 
your reflections should follow English rules of grammar, punctuation, and usage, so be sure to 
proofread them before submitting.  
 
**Chapters 16 and 17 of this book include some analysis of sex scenes in important literary 
novels.  You may skip these chapters if you would like.  Doing so will in no way detract from the 
discussion of or application of this book throughout the year. 
 
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 
This novel was published in 2003 and tells the story of a young man born and raised in 
Afghanistan who immigrated to the United States.  You should annotate this novel in the same 
way that you annotated How to Read Literature Like a Professor.  However, I will not be 
collecting your copy.  You will take a test over the book shortly after we return to school.  
 
In a three page, double spaced essay, using size 12 Times New Roman font, analyze an 
important theme you identified in the novel.  Your essay should have an proper MLA heading, a 
title, an introduction paragraph that clearly states the theme, body paragraphs that support and 
detail how the author develops the theme with direct evidence from the novel cited according to 



MLA parenthetical citation, and an appropriate conclusion paragraph.  Please note that themes 
from works of literature are never a single word or idea, but rather the position the work of 
literature presents about that idea.  For example, in John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men, the 
theme is NOT “poverty.”  Rather, the novel presents the theme that poverty can lead to the 
exploitation of men and the destruction of their dreams.  The theme you analyze in The Kite 
Runner should be similarly complex.  
 
Feel free to email me throughout the summer if you have questions about the assignment.  My 
email address is jbitzer@kingslocal.net.  I look forward to an exciting and thoughtful year with all 
of you. 
 
 
How To Read Literature Like a Professor entries with reflections 15 points 
How To Read Literature Like a Professor annotations 10 points 
The Kite Runner thematic analysis 25 points 
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