
Kings High School 
HONORS ENGLISH 9 

 
Teacher:   Ryan Weber,  rweber@kingslocal.net 
 
Summer Reading Options for 2018-2019:  (CHOOSE 2 OF THE FOLLOWING 3 NOVELS) 
 The Sword in the Stone  by T.H. White 
 The Bean Trees  by Barbara Kingsolver 
 The Alchemist  by Paulo Coelho 
 
* You need to purchase two of these books, read and annotate them over the summer and bring them to 

school on the first day. The Barnes & Noble on Fields Ertel Road has been notified and should have copies 
in stock.  You should buy a complete and unabridged version of the novels. 

*      The Sword in the Stone is Book One of T.H. White’s much longer work, The Once and Future King.  You may 
         buy The Once and Future King and read only the first section. Make sure it is unabridged. 
 
Other Assignments/Projects: 
* Read both novels , making margin notes and highlights as you read. THESE NOTES WILL BE CHECKED ON 
 THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR 40 POINTS. 
* Purchase a notebook and make it your “Reader’s Journal.” All serious readers and writers keep a journal.  

As you read each novel, collect quotations that you feel are important, well-written, speak a larger truth, 
or are just interesting to you for any reason. Write the quote in your notebook, with the page number, 
then write a one-paragraph personal response to the quote (5 sentences).  I am not a stickler for what you 
write. I simply want to see that you are reading a novel and interacting with it on an intellectual, personal, 
spiritual level – that the novel is making you THINK. I do NOT want you simply using your notebook to 
write “book reports” summarizing the plot of the book. A tiny bit of summary is okay, but you should 
instead be thinking and reflecting on paper. (See the example entry  attached.) 

* I will collect your Reader’s Journal on the first day of school. You should have 20 entries total (10 for each 
        novel).  One entry = a written quotation, the page number, and your paragraph response to that 
        quotation.  THE READER’S JOURNAL IS DUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL AND IS WORTH 100 POINTS. 
        NOTE: You may not type this journal. All entries must be hand-written, neatly, in a real notebook. 
 
Due Dates: 
* Day 1 of School: Show me your 2 annotated/highlighted novels from the list above = 40 points 
*  Day 1 of School: Turn in 20 handwritten Reader’s Journal entries, in a notebook = 100 points 
*      Day 2 of School: Take a test over the two novels = 100 points 
 
What do I need to do to succeed  in Honors English 9? 
 
* Read the books carefully, not just for completion but for understanding.  You will need to demonstrate  
 comprehension and proficiency with the texts. Your highlighting and margin notes and your 20 Reader’s 
         Journal entries, if done thoroughly, will ensure your success in the first week of school. Highlights and 
        annotations should appear throughout the novel.  Show me that you read and interacted with 
        the entire book. 
* Remember, these are your first assignments for the year (240 points is a substantial portion of the points 
 available 1st quarter). How you choose to begin likely will set the tone for your semester.  How do 
 you want to start your first year of high school? 
 
Have a great summer! I’ll see you in August. 
Mr. Weber 

mailto:rweber@kingslocal.net


Reader’s Journal 
Guidelines and Example Entry 

 
1. Buy your summer novels and a notebook for your Journal. 
2. Start reading (do not procrastinate!). 
3. When you see a sentence you like, write it in your notebook and reflect on it for a while. Write a 

paragraph about it. Let it take your mind somewhere.  Let it make you THINK. About anything. What 
you are thinking is what you should write. 

4. All Journals must be hand-written. I will not accept typed journals. 
5. REMEMBER: You must collect 10 quotations from your first novel and 10 quotations from your 

second novel, for a total of 20 entries. This Journal is due on DAY 1 OF SCHOOL. NO EXCEPTIONS. 
 
 
****************************************************************************************** 
 

EXAMPLE ENTRY 
-from To Kill a Mockingbird, … a sentence from the book that I like 

 
 
“What Mr. Radley did might seem peculiar to us, but it did not seem peculiar to him.” (p. 49)* 
 
Scout and her older brother Jem are learning that their crazy obsession with the Radley house and the 
mysterious people who live there is probably not appropriate. While it’s okay to be curious about your 
neighbors, it’s not okay to make up stories about them or somehow turn them into “freaks” just because you 
are not satisfied with how they live their lives or you think  you are better. We tend to do this in small-town 
America: we judge our neighbors based on very little information. We think, as the quote says, they are 
“peculiar.” But how do we know they do not find us equally “peculiar”? They just might, and how does it feel 
to know someone is judging you when they know very little about you? Scout and Jem are learning to be 
tolerant, to have empathy. We all could use a lesson like this now and then. 
 
 
 

 
 
NOTICE 1: Some thought went into this Journal entry. I do not summarize the story or give a book report, but I 
allow the quote to make me THINK about something, to LEARN from it. This is what you should be doing in 
your Journal. 20 times. 10 times for each novel. That’s a lot. But these books offer a lot to the attentive reader. 
Honors English students are attentive readers! 
  
NOTICE 2: This journal -- and your highlights and annotations -- obviously will require substantial time and 
thought. If you wait until two days before school starts to try to complete these summer reading tasks, the 
product – and your grade  -- will reflect that.  
 
 

NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED. 
QUESTIONS? Email me at rweber@kingslocal.net 


