
    Curriculum Map-- Kings School District  - Government  
Big ideas Essential Questions 

(Conceptual 

Understandings)  

Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Activities/Resources 

 

1. Analyze and 

interpret 

significant events, 

patterns and 

themes in order to 

be judicious 

decision makers. 

 

2. Make social, 

economic and 

political decisions 

as an active, 

informed citizen. 

 

3. Use social 

studies skills and 

methods to 

effectively 

communicate and 

think as educated 

citizens. 

 

 

 

Principles of 

Government:  What are 

the different forms of 

government throughout 

the world and how is the 

power distributed?  

What are the basic 

concepts of democracy? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Origins of American 

Government:  What are 

the British colonial 

influences on the 

American form of 

government?  

What are the significant 

events leading to the 

independence of our 

nation? 

How do the newly freed 

colonies organize 

Principles of Government: 

1. The relationship 

between who holds the 

power, where the power 

is geographically located, 

and the relationship 

between the legislative 

and executive bodies. 

2. The definition of politics 

and how it affects the 

governmental system. 

3. The difference between 

political and economic 

systems and the 

characteristics of the 

different economic 

systems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Origins of American 

Government:  

1. The three major 

concepts of government 

adopted from the 

British. 

2. A timeline of the events 

from the beginning of 

the reign of King George 

III to the Second 

Continental Congress. 

3. The formation of state 

Principles of Government: 

1. The various types of 

government and their 

characteristics. 

2. The difference between 

the parliamentary and 

presidential systems of 

government.  

3. Capitalism, socialism, 

and communism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Origins of American 

Government: 

1. Concepts of ordered, 

limited and 

representative 

government. 

2. The significance of the 

Albany Plan, the Stamp 

Act Congress, First 

Continental Congress, 

and the Second 

Continental Congress. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Big ideas Essential Questions 

(Conceptual 

Understandings)  

Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Activities/Resources 

themselves politically? 

What significant 

conflicts or arguments 

arise during the writing 

of our Constitution? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Constitution and 

Federalism: 

Identify the basic 

principles, articles, and 

amendments that make 

up the Constitution. 

Examine the relationship 

between the powers 

delegated to the national 

government and those 

reserved to the states. 

 

governments and the 

Articles of 

Confederation. 

4. The conflicts among the 

states at the 

Constitutional 

Convention and the 

resolution of those 

conflicts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Constitution and 

Federalism: 

What are the six basic 

principles that our Constitution 

is based upon? 

What is contained in the seven 

articles of the Constitution? 

What are amendments one 

through 27? 

How were the 27 amendments 

proposed and ratified? 

In what ways has the 

Constitution been informally 

amended? 

3. The common features of 

the first state 

governments.   

4. The issue of large 

versus small states at 

the Constitutional 

Convention; New Jersey 

Plan, Virginia Plan, and 

the Connecticut 

Compromise. 

5. The economic issues 

between the Northern 

and the Southern 

states; the Commerce 

and Slave Trade 

Compromise and the 3/5 

Compromise.  

 

The Constitution and 

Federalism: 

The principles of popular 

sovereignty, limited 

government, separation of 

powers, checks and balances, 

judicial review, and federalism. 

The Powers of the legislative, 

executive, and judicial branches.  

The relationships among states 

as dictated by the Constitution 

in article IV. 

The formal amendment process 

spelled out in article V.   

The significance of the 

Supremacy Clause in article VI. 

How basic legislation, executive 

action, court decisions, party 

 



Big ideas Essential Questions 

(Conceptual 

Understandings)  

Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Activities/Resources 

practices, and custom have 

served as informal amendments 

to the Constitution. 

  


